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AMENDMENT ^ ^ "'•^^ 

Assistant Comnnissioner for Patents ^ 
Washington, DC 20231 

SIR: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 2, 2003, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows and reconsider the application in view of the 
amendments and remarks provided below: 

TN THE CIJMMS : 

Please replace claims 1, 10, and 14 with the following amended claims: 

1 1. (Once amended) A substrate, suitable for the preparation of a 

2 composite membrane, which substrate comprises a porous non-woven sheet of fibres, 

3 characterised in that the fibres comprise mixed amorphous silica fibres that are bound 

4 with a binder. 

1 10. (Twice amended) A composite membrane comprising a porous 

2 substrate of fibres and at least one ion-conducting polymer, characterised in that the 

3 substrate comprises a porous non-woven sheet of mixed amorphous silica fibres bound 

4 with a binder. 

1 14. (Twice Amended) A process for the manufacture of a substrate, 

2 comprising the steps of 

3 (a) dispersing mixed amorphous silica fibres in water to form a slurry; 

4 (b) depositing the slurry onto a mesh bed to form a fibre network; 

5 (c) drying and compacting the fibre network; and 

6 (d) applying, before or after step (c), a dispersion of binder. 
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